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For release: Immediately Contact: Greg Donley, ext. 263 

March 17, 1998 Film info line: ext. 465 

CMA PRESENTS WORLD PREMIERE IN JEWISH DOCUMENTARY SERIES 

(Cleveland, OH) The Cleveland Museum of Art presents a four-film Jewish Documentary 
Festival, Wednesday evenings, 7:00 pm, April 8-29, 1998. Four recent, acclaimed non- 
fiction films on a variety of Jewish themes will be shown: Hasidism in America (A Life 
Apart , Wednesday April 8), klezmer music (A Tickle in the Heart , Wednesday the 15th), the 
Holocaust (the Oscar-nominated The Long Way Home , Wednesday the 22nd), and anti- 
Semitism in the former Soviet Union (Happiness Seekers, Wednesday the 29th). Happiness 
Seekers , banned in its native Kazakhstan in 1991, has never been shown anywhere. Its 
producer, Alex Ambramovich, will be present to take questions after this world premiere 
screening. Each film $6, CMA members $3. 



A Life Apart: Hasidism in America 

Wednesday, April 8, 7:00 

(USA, 1997, color, 35mm, 95 min.) Directed by Menachem Daum and Oren Rudavsky, narrated by Leonard 
Nimoy and Sarah Jessica Parker. Eye-opening, demystifying portrait of Hasidic Jews, whose insularity, 
appearance, and customs make them a minority within a minority. "Entertaining and deeply moving." 

— Elie Wiesel. 

A Tickle in the Heart 

Wednesday, April 15, 7:00 

(Germany, 1996, b&w, subtitles, 35mm, 84 min.) Directed by Stefan Schwietert, with Max, Willie, and Julie 
Epstein. Soulful, spirited portrait of the Epstein Brothers, legendary klezmer musicians who have found 
renewed popularity with old and young fans in the U.S. and Europe. "One from the heart." 

-The New York Times. 

The Long Way Home 

Wednesday, April 22, 7:00 

(USA, 1997, color/b&w, 35mm, 119 min.) Directed by Mark Jonathan Harris, narrated by Morgan Freeman. 
The fate of Jews who survived the Holocaust is the subject of this powerful, Oscar-nominated film that 
focuses on the three years between the liberation of the camps and the formation of the state of Israel. 
"Enormously powerful. . . (a) stirring and accomplished film." - The New York Times. 

Happiness Seekers 

Wednesday, April 29, 7:00 

(USSR/Kazakhstan, 1991, color/b&w, live voiceover translation, 35mm, 55 min.) Directed by S. Shafir and V. 
Rerikh. Never before seen by an audience (its 1995 theatrical premiere was banned in Kazakhstan, where it 
was made), this groundbreaking documentary explores what it means to be a Jew in the former Soviet 
Union. Preparing to flee his anti-Semitic society for Israel, a filmmaker meets with prominent (and everyday) 
people of Jewish background throughout the USSR. The film's producer, Alex B. Abramovich, will introduce 
the screening and lead a discussion afterward. The film's title is borrowed from the only feature film on a 
Jewish theme ever made in Communist Russia; excerpts from that film, made in the 1930s, are seen in this 
documentary. 
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